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Tortugas needed attention, as well as the forts and navy yard at Pensa-
cola. Guns were sent to Taylor, and a garrison despatched to Jefferson,
then occupied only by the banished Captain Meigs and his workmen.
Orders went to the commanders of the army and navy at Pensacola to
hold their works. All this had been tended to on January 3 and 4. Forts
Taylor and Jefferson were too remote from the government of Florida
to be in any real danger; but the case was different at Pensacola, and
Holt and Scott could only hope.21
Fortunately for them, the army officer in charge of the Pensacola
fortifications was not a secessionist. Lieutenant Slemmer realized that
his position was somewhat similar to Anderson's at Moultrie, and
January 10, the day Florida seceded, he moved from Barrancas Bar-
racks out to Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island in Pensacola Bay. He
transferred without the real cooperation of the naval officer in charge
of the yard, who seemed quite content to surrender it to the Floridians.
Two days later Slemmer was called upon to surrender the fort. This he
refused as often as the demand was renewed, and he looked to Washing-
ton for aid. He had only about eighty men, but he had provisions for
five months.22
Thus during the same days in which Sumter's fate was being debated,
both the administration and the Senators were concerned over Pickens.
There had been no doubt whatever in the minds of Buchanan and his
advisers about the reenforcement of this fort; it was simply a case of
finding the resources. When the Brooklyn returned from her Charles-
ton trip she was prepared to take troops to Pickens, and by January 21
the expedition was in readiness. Orders were issued to Captain Vodges
and a company of artillery to sail to Pensacola to reenforce Slemmer
and take command of the fort. He was to stop at Taylor and Jefferson
with orders and guns. He was cautioned that he was "not to attempt
any reoccupation or recapture involving hostile collision, but ... to
confine [himself] strictly to the defensive." This mission got under way
on the 24th.23
The Senators felt more concern over the Florida situation than the
administration. As soon as Florida seceded, Mallory and Yulee urged
Governor Perry and Colonel Chase, the commander of the Florida
militia, to capture Pickens and the neighboring fortifications, telegraph-